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you wrote for the publication called
‘Resurgent.” You wrote, ‘“‘Muslims do
not simply have a deficient theology.
They do not know God because they
have rejected Jesus Christ, His Son,
and they stand condemned.”

Senator SANDERS then went on and
said: “Do you believe that statement is
Islamophobic?”’

Mr. Vought replied: ‘“‘Absolutely not,
Senator. I am a Christian, and I believe
in a Christian set of principles based on
my faith. That post, as I stated in the
questionnaire to this committee, was
to defend my alma mater, Wheaton
College, a Christian school that has a
statement of faith that includes the
centrality of Jesus Christ for salvation,
and . . .”

Senator SANDERS interrupts: “I
apologize. Forgive me, we just don’t
have a lot of time. Do you believe peo-
ple in the Muslim religion stand con-
demned? Is that your view?”’

Mr. Vought relied: ‘‘Again, Senator, I
am a Christian, and I wrote that piece
in accordance with the statement of
faith at Wheaton College.”

Senator SANDERS said: “‘I understand
that. I don’t know how many Muslims
there are in America. Maybe a couple
million. Are you suggesting that all
those people stand condemned? What
about Jew? Do they stand condemned,
too?”

Mr. Vought replied: ‘“‘Senator, I'm a
Christian . . . ”

Senator SANDERS at this point is
shouting: ‘I understand you are a
Christian, but this country are made of
people who are not just—I understand
that Christianity is the majority reli-
gion, but there are other people of dif-
ferent religions in this country and
around the world. In your judgment, do
you think that people who are not
Christians are going to be con-
demned?”’

Mr. Vought replied: ‘“Thank you for
probing on that question. As a Chris-
tian, I believe that all individuals are
made in the image of God and are wor-
thy of dignity and respect regardless of
their religious beliefs. I believe that, as
a Christian, that is how I should treat
all individuals . . .”

Senator SANDERS responded: ‘‘You
think your statement that you put into
that publication, they do not know God
because they rejected Jesus Christ, His
Son, and they stand condemned, do you
think that is respectful of other reli-
gions?”’

Mr. Vought said: ‘‘Senator, I wrote a
post based on being a Christian and at-
tending a Christian school that has a
statement of faith that speaks clearly
in regard to the centrality of Jesus
Christ in salvation.”

Senator SANDERS said: ‘I would sim-
ply say, Mr. Chairman, that this nomi-
nee is really not someone who this
country is supposed to be about.”

And that came from—the quotes
came from an article in the National
Review quoting from the hearing itself.

That is why I say, Mr. Speaker, this
may be the low point for hope in Amer-
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ica when a sitting Senator condemns
someone who is simply quoting from
the teachings of Jesus, teachings that
even a descendant of Mohammed knew
was helpful in creating a great nation.

We have come a long way from the
hope that abounded within the found-
ers of this country, within the hope of
those who fought to bring about the
end of the horrendous, hideous practice
of slavery, where human beings treated
brother and sister human beings with
chains in bondage.

And now we come to a point that I
feared—and I brought it up when hate
crime legislation was discussed—that
the day would come when the religion
of the world based on the love of God
and the love of Jesus Christ would be
twisted to the point that it would be
called hateful.

Jesus said: “I am the way, the truth,
and the life. No one comes to the Fa-
ther except through me.”

He is either a liar or a lunatic or he
is exactly who he said he was. But that
is not hateful. It is not hateful to be-
lieve in a religion where you want to
share the joy and the hope that comes
from it.

One of the results, maybe it is a—not
a result, but more of an unfortunate
situation that exists. When you take
away the hope of the Christian reli-
gion, condemn people for believing
Jesus is the hope, as he said he was, or
as our friend, the late Chuck Colson,
pointed out: ‘‘Our hope is not going to
arrive on Air Force One.”

He believed the hope was in Jesus.

And now we have someone who is de-
clared totally inappropriate to be a
government official because he believes
the teachings of Jesus. It is not hateful
to believe the teachings of Jesus. In
fact, someone—I know I have Jewish
friends who have said: I thought Chris-
tians blamed Jews for killing Jesus.

Well, the truth is that anyone who is
a true Christian, if they blame Jews or
anyone else for the death of Jesus, they
are not a Christian. They don’t under-
stand the belief that Jesus died for me
and for anyone who has done wrong in
this life.
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So it is a sad day, it is a sad week,
and it is a sad month to look how far
we have come from the hope that was
once so prevalent. Now we are in a so-
ciety where suicide is rampant—144
drug overdoses a day, and that doesn’t
count all of the suicides by veterans
and Active Duty military.

Christianity is a religion of love. May
God grant wisdom to any Senator who
thinks otherwise.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

June 27, 2017

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, June 27, 2017.
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Under Clause 2(g) of
Rule II of the Rules of the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives, I herewith designate Mr. Rob-
ert Reeves Deputy Clerk to sign any and all
papers and do all other acts for me under the
name of the Clerk of the House which they
would be authorized to do by virtue of this
designation, except such as are provided by
statute, in case of my temporary absence or
disability.

This designation shall remain in effect for
the 115th Congress or until modified by me.

With best wishes, I am,

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS,
Clerk of the House.

———

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. STIVERS (at the request of Mr.
McCARTHY) for today through June 29
on account of his duties with the Ohio
National Guard.

———

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 6 o’clock and 16 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until tomorrow,
Wednesday, June 28, 2017, at 10 a.m. for
morning-hour debate.

———————

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

1803. A letter from the Acting Under Sec-
retary, Acquisition, Technology, and Logis-
tics, Department of Defense, transmitting
the Department’s Selected Acquisition Re-
ports for the Chemical Demilitarization-As-
sembled Chemical Weapons Alternatives and
Ballistic Missile Defense System programs,
pursuant to 10 U.S.C. 2432(b)(1); Public Law
97-252, Sec. 1107(a)(1); (96 Stat. 740); to the
Committee on Armed Services.

1804. A letter from the Acting Assistant
Secretary for Legislative Affairs, Depart-
ment of Defense, transmitting an additional
legislative proposal for the proposed legisla-
tion titled the ‘‘National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act for Fiscal Year 2018’’; jointly to the
Committees on Armed Services, Natural Re-
sources, and the Judiciary.

————

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of
committees were delivered to the Clerk
for printing and reference to the proper
calendar, as follows:

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia: Committee on
Rules. House Resolution 414. Resolution pro-
viding for consideration of the bill (H.R. 3003)
to amend the Immigration and Nationality
Act to modify provisions relating to assist-
ance by States, and political subdivision of
States, in the enforcement of Federal immi-
gration laws, and for other purposes (Rept.
115-195). Referred to the House Calendar.
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